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 Kapikog Lake Newsletter  
Kapikog Lake Cottagers Association Box 167, MacTier, Ontario P0C 1H0  

 

 Important Notes  

The Healey Lake Transfer station will begin requiring your transfer cards in order to 

use the facilities. A copy of the card presented on your phone is also sufficient, so that 

you can ensure each member of your household has access. If you no longer have your 

card, you can access a new one through the municipality website. 

Fall Newsletter 2022         December 2, 2022  

Happy December Kapikogers . 

Best of the season  to my fellow cottagers. Though there have been several bouts of snow already this year the news 

tells us it should be a milder winter this year, with less snowfall. Time will tell if mother nature watches the news. Please 

remember that there is no winter maintenance on the roads. 

 

The annual meeting took place on August 20, 2022. We had 32 members in attendance.  

We have moved the financial year end for the association to February for ease of accounting, please remember to  pay 

your dues. The association accounts re currently healthy, with 55 members paid up for the 2022 season. We continue to 

seek more advertisers for the newsletter and we want quality. If you have had positive interactions with a local business 

or contractor, let is know and we will approach them to join our advertisers. 

 

Our water quality remains good, with a recent upward trend in phosphorus. Later in the newsletter we have a  report on 

phosphate that may help us all avoid putting them in our water. We will continue to test for phosphates but will stop test-

ing for e-coli as per the GBDR recommendations. We continue to look for assistants for our testing. For those looking to 

do localized testing, bottles are available at the town library. 

 

The fire pumps have been inspected for the fall with some  maintenance being required. There is a map on the website 

showing the locations of the associations’ pumps. Many private parties have pumps on the lake as well. Laminated in-

structions will be placed with each pump. If there is sufficient interest we can arrange for a spring demonstration on how 

to operate the pumps. 

 

A sub committee was proposed and formed to bring our association constitution up to current standards. We hope to 

have their proposal in the spring. 

 

Best of Luck to them in all their endeavours,,  

Mark Harsant 
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Dock Talk Councillor's Corner Fall 2022 

 
Firewood Harvesting 

As many of you are aware there has been logging across the road from the Healey Lake Transfer Station.  It may look 
unkept and not natural, however I have learned that the smaller branches do put nutrients back into the ground and the 
tree trunks do act as a sponge when it rains, and will put water back into the forest floor during heat spells. If anyone 
wants to harvest these felled trees for personal use you will require a salvage permit.  Please contact me and I will email 
the rules and regulations for this permit. The MNFR harvesting is finished and the leavings are available for the taking. 

Bell Canada Tower  

Update on page 7. 

 
The Township continues with a number of initiatives through its Connectivity Committee and our website page <<https://
www.thearchipelago.on.ca/p/internet-connectivity>> can be a source of news and updates.  We strive to be a catalyst for 
new services.  There are active efforts associated with bringing much needed bandwidth to our area and identifying mar-
kets that exist and needed service by many underserved residents and businesses. 

Property Tax Change: There has been an increase of 0.5% over the previous years. 

Waste Management 

We are trying to find new and innovative ways to prolong the use of our landfill site. Please recycle  all that you can un-
der the current guidelines. The township will require all members to show their transfer station card starting in January 
when they drop off any items at the transfer station. New cards can be issued through the township website. Drop offs by 
people without a card will be subject to a nominal fee.  

Brushing 

Brushing on the roads surrounding the lake begins in October and is performed again in the spring to take care of sea-
sonal plants. This timing is to ensure that native species of wildlife are not negatively impacted. Sprayers came in Sep-
tember for Phragmites and giant hogweed. There was a Giant Hogweed located  near 100Kapikog South and taken care 
of. If you see any other examples of this invasive species please make us aware. 

Gravel Pit 

The gravel pit  at the beginning of the south shore road continues to be active and used as a township staging area for 
various projects. 

Government Docks 

A New government dock was installed this year. The old one was no longer serviceable. The docks does have anchor stones that 
spread out significantly on the north side. With the very low water levels this year, one of the anchors is a boating hazard near the 
shore. There is ain investigation as to whether it can be relocated. In the meantime please be careful how far in you place your 
boat.  

If there are any questions or concerns regarding this subject matter, please contact me.  

 
Dan MacLeod 

Councilor Ward 6  

danmacleodward6@gmail.com 

647-549-5474 

 

 

https://www.thearchipelago.on.ca/p/internet-connectivity
https://www.thearchipelago.on.ca/p/internet-connectivity
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Bell Tower Update: 

The MNRF has concluded their process with respect to leasing Crown Land to Bell for their interests in building a tower – 
Bell has the approval to use the Penn Rd site to commence and conduct a proposal (through the Federal Government) 
for building a communications tower.  This next process is established by the Federal Government - Innovation, Science 
and Economic Development Canada (ISED).  BELL will be required to provide notifications when they make they formal 
application for “citing a tower”.  The Township – as the local landuse authority- will receive any notices and forward those 
to the associations of Healey and Kapikog Lakes. 

Thus far: 

MNRF granted crown land use for the site of the tower. 

Bell has plans to build in late 2022 or 2023 

Although Penn Road is self maintained it is built on Crown land. 

Tower will not look like a pine tree nor will it have lights. 

Proposal to build a tower still has to go through Federal Government’s prescribed consultation process. 

  

I can report that Archipelago staff is asking Bell and its consultants for updates. Again, this build is between the Federal 

Government - Innovation, Science and Economic Development Canada (ISED) / and Bell, the township does not set out 

the requirement 
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Gerry’s Educational Corner—Kapikog Lake History 

 

 

 

 

 

 
References; 
from a book written by Joe Fisher titled Game Wardens. It was written to celebrate 100 years of service from 1892-1992 . It was 
published in 1992 by Queen's Printer for Ontario ISBN 0-7729-9724-1  

All Kapikog Lake residents of today whether they reside on the lake's islands or shoreline access 
enjoy the lake in comfort of modern vehicles on our road system. Annually we launch and remove 
our boats from the public landing at the end of Kapikog Lake road.It was however not always this 
easy! Early access was via overland trails and portages to and through  the various lakes and 
creeks till Kapikog Lake was reached. Everything you brought  had to be carried in on your back, 
quite different from what we know today. 

Way back in 1892 under The Protection of Game and Fur Bearing Animals  Act the Province ap-
pointed its first five Game Wardens at a salary of $120.00 per year . John H. Willmott of Beaumaris 
was one of these individuals. He was given the districts of Algoma, Muskoka,Nipissing, Parry 
Sound and the County of Simcoe as his patrol area. Kapikog Lake fell within that area and thus he 
was this area's first Game Warden. There were few roads, no automobiles and no motorized ves-
sels to access this vast area. 

Mr Wilmott was based out of Beaumaris for more than forty years.  He was born in Cheshire, Eng-
land April 4 1844. While in the employ of the Bank of England as a young man he moved to Bue-
nos Aires,  Argentina and became a manager of one of the Country's largest cattle ranching com-
panies. His adventurous spirit led him north to New York and eventually to Chatham Ontario. In 
1872 he went on a trip to the Muskoka Lakes area and was so enamoured that he decided to settle 
there. He was a local farmer and was appointed as a Game Warden in 1892 and in  1898 he also 
opened a general store, served as a councillor for Monck Township and later on as its Reeve. Mr 
Willmott died in 1916. 

As a Game Warden, Mr Wilmott kept detailed notes of his travels. A route map of this part of his 
patrol area shows his travel route through Kapikog Lake, Healey Lake, Moon River Bay, Blackstone 
Harbour , Pine and Crane Lake. The map also indicates his campsite on Kapikog Lake thus making 
Mr Willmott one of the first recorded campers  on the lake. Today the area he indicated on his hand 
drawn map is the vicinity of 136 and 138 Kapikog Lake South Road a location that would have 
given himen an overview of a large part of the lake. 

As a retired Conservation Officer I found this information interesting and I am particularly pleased 
that I reside permanently on Kapikog Lake. It ties me to the history of one of the first Game War-
dens ( Conservation Officers) in Ontario. 

 Gerry Haarmeyer 
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What Does Phosphorus do to our Lake?  
It feeds algae and weed growth resulting in:  
 
Loss of fish and other animal populations  
Green and cloudy lakes which discourage swimming, boating and fishing, lowering of property values  
Greater expense for drinking water filtration  
 
What can we do?  
 
Start reading labels before you buy products like detergents, soaps and shampoos 
and fertilizers. To help, here is a list of some common phosphate free products. 
There is a lot of literature on the Internet and lots of new phosphate-free products 
being introduced every day. Read the labels and help us keep our lake safe.  
 
List of products that are phosphate-free  
Dish Soap: Bio life (Shoppers, Canadian Tire) Method (Canadian Tire, well.ca) 
Nature Clean (Home Hardware, well.ca) Blueplanet (Canadian Tire) Palmolive, 
Sunlight, Ivory Dishwasher Detergent: Method (Canadian Tire, well.ca) Nature 
Clean (Home Hardware, well.ca) Bio life (Shoppers, Canadian Tire) Blueplanet 
(Canadian Tire) Liquid Laundry Detergent: Method (Canadian Tire, well.ca) Nature 
Clean (Home Hardware, well.ca) Bio life (Shoppers, Canadian Tire) Blueplanet 
(Canadian Tire) Tide, Sunlight, Gain, Purex, La Parisienne, Ivory, Zero, Cheer 
Laundry Stain Remover: Nature Clean (Home Hardware, well.ca) Buncha Farmers 
Stain Remover Bar (Home Hardware) Spray n' Wash Tide to Go All Purpose Clean-
ers: Method (Canadian Tire, well.ca) Nature Clean (Home Hardware, well.ca) Bio 
life (Shoppers, Canadian Tire) Blueplanet (Canadian Tire) Windex, Pine Sol, CLR 
Liquid Hand Soap: Method (Canadian Tire, well.ca) Nature Clean (Home Hard-
ware, well.ca) Bio life (Shoppers, Canadian Tire)  
Laundry Stain Removers: Spray 'n' Wash, Tide to go  
Liquid Laundry Detergents: Cheer, Gain, Ivory. Purex, Sunlight, Tide to go, Zero  
Bathroom Cleaners: 
Comet, Easy-off, Scrub-Free, Tilex  
Dishwasher Detergents:  
BioVert Liquid (Jean Coutu), Biobotanical, Ecover, Method (Shoppers Drug Mart), Nature Clean (Home Hardware)  
 
More products can be found at your local stores. Please read labels and purchase accordingly to help preserve our bio-
sphere. 

 
 

Keeping the Lake Phosphate Free 
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