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Executive Summary Spring 2017
Hello Kapikogers .
Here we are ready for another glorious season at the lake. There are many exciting
things coming up . Given that we haven't emerged from the Covid related situation
yet ..we will run another Flotilla this year in lieu of a water front effent so get your
thinking caps on for fun ideas for boats and docks !
There has been some activity in our neighborhood regarding logging related to an
MNR related 10 year program . We are including some information here for you. As
well as on our web site . Water testing was completed and analysed and we will
continue with that this year as fund allow . Results are good and a summary is enclosed in these pages .

Important dates

.Opportunities !

2021 will be a change over year for a couple of positions on your Cottagers Association . Being part of the
association board is a great way to get to get to know
some of your cottage neighbors and the lake better
and to have the opportunity to participate in fun comLake Flotilla Saturday July 3
munity events and in Lake Stewardship efforts. Time
Rain Date Sunday July 4 get
requirements are modest and the camaraderie its teryour boats and docks ready for
rific . Get in touch with me or one of the other direcsome social and creative fun !
tors who you know to let us know you are game to join
Saturday Aug 15, 2021 AGM 10 us . You will be glad you did.
May 24 weekend informal cottager get together pending provincial guidelines

am . Note this will be an election year.

Laura 416-358-4134
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Whats going on here ? Some of you who have already been up have reported
on some logging occurring on Kapikog lake Road . This relates to a 10 year forestry program by the Ministry of Natural resources .. Link below and on our web
site under the Lake and Forest heading .None of us like to see trees cut but this
is apparently a part of a plan set up and approved under the region.
https://nrip.mnr.gov.on.ca/s/published-submission?language=en_US&recordId=a0z3g000000CdV9AAK

Association fees will go out by email shortly. If you like to mail them in vs e transfer they can go to
Kapikog Lake Cottagers Association Box 167, MacTier, Ontario P0C 1H0 or you have
the option of mailing them directly to our treasurer Cheryl Randall at 141 Slabtown

RoadClarksburg, ON N0H1J0
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The housing market is heating up around Kapikog Lake, the ice is receding and a myriad of migratory birds are back for the upcoming nesting season this spring. From Sandhill Cranes to Phoebies and
various duck species they are all back looking for places to nest.
Among the ducks, the Wood Duck and the Hooded Merganser are unique. Both are cavity nesting
ducks and they search and compete for just the right accommodation in trees that offer cavities that
will allow for a safe space to lay their clutch of eggs for incubation and hatching.
In the late 1800's early 1900's these birds were in trouble. As land was being cleared and trees
felled. nesting cavities became scarce and their populations were declining. Thanks to dedicated
hunters and naturalists a housing program was implemented by creating artificial nest boxes and
placing them in suitable locations near ponds, streams and lakes. This was successful in rejuvenating
these duck populations. This practice of providing alternative housing opportunities still exists today.
In fact children from around the lake have constructed these boxes as well as song bird nesting boxes at various woodworking workshops hosted by the Harsant family.over the years .
These nest boxes out to offer accommodation to whatever wildlife species will use them. They have
to be maintained annually. Fifteen years ago I placed a series of boxes around Kapikog Lake and have
maintained them each winter so that they would be welcoming to the returning ducks. This winter
Don Brenner, Randall Graham and daughter Bea came to help.
Maintenance includes checking the box out for use, damage, cleaning out and refreshing the interior
with new wood shavings. Not all boxes were used last year and were relocated to a different neighbourhood.
This was Bea's and Randall's first exposure to this conservation activity and both were enthralled .
The interior of each box was photographed before it was opening
Some showed no evidence of being used but others had unhatched eggs or remnants of hatched
eggs on the wood shavings. Then the box was opened, cleaned out and fresh shavings placed in it
before being closed up to await the next tenants.
Bea was excited and participated wholeheartedly, she counted unhatched eggs and assisted in replacing the shavings. I am sure that when she returned home she told her mother of her day's adventure. I say that because at Easter I received a wonderful card from her thanking me for her great
duck house adventure along with a promise to look after the Wood ducks. I can't think of a better
gift! Thank you Bea and I know you will always appreciate nature.

Gerry Haarmeyer
footnote below :
The day after I penned the article on the wood duck Anke called me to our window as a large bird
flew into one of the oak trees. The bird was in the crotch of the oak where there is a big hole and
was looking into it. I saw immediately as a hen (female) wood duck and said that it was looking for a
nesting cavity. This occurred the day after most of the ice had disappeared from the Lake.A minute
or so later a drake (male) wood duck landed in an adjacent oak . It stayed until the hen took off and
followed her. Apparently she did not take a fancy to this particular cavity and left with her mate to
search for other accommodation. It was really neat to see. Both birds can be seen near the centre of
each photo.
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Water Testing 2020 and Beyond
Through some generous donations from a few cottagers we were able to fund some
initial water testing and analysis over and above the phosphorous testing sponsored
by the Archipelago. The test results were generally good with levels at or below the
standards set by the province and will be posted on our website under lake and forest .One reading in one test area was out of spec and we are following up with the
township on how we might view that information and identify its source if repeatable . We will be following up with some additional testing in May and August to create a baseline of information as the budget allows .

If your budget allows you to donate to this effort to support our ability to continue
this testing going forward please let Jay Parker know at Parkerino@yahoo.com or
myself at Laura@scentsalive.com know . Thanks Laura

https://www.gbbr.ca/category/news/
Above please find a link to the Georgian Bay Biosphere reserve . They do lots
of great work on for our environment and regularly publish updates They also
are always looking for volunteers for shore clean up programs so if you have
some time and the inclination please get involved .
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Passages
We have lost 2 cottagers over the winter ..
Margot Deckert formerly from 50
Kapikog South Rd passed away at the
age of 101 Dec 24 2020.
Tom Mc Caul from 35 Munro Rd passed
away at the age of 72 in Stratford on
January 20th,2021.
Our warmest thoughts and wishes go
out to both families.
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Some thoughts about taking part in the Lake Association Executive
When I first joined the executive of the Kapikog Lake Association my kids had grown up
and found interests and busy careers of their own so it was primarily my husband and I
coming up for weekends at the lake . Until then ..being fairly quiet folk ..I knew a couple
of our cottage neighbors slightly.. mostly from encountering them while dog walking .. I
had never been to a Welcome Wine and Cheese and had attended a couple of years of
AGMs.. Joining the executive helped me get to know so much more about the lake , its history what’s important in keeping it healthy ..as well as some of the general goings on . I
gradually got to know a couple of more people each year and became more familiar with
what was important for our cottagers . When Gerry Haarmeyer needed to make his leave
and I became the Chair it was the year before the 50th anniversary Celebration —That was
the biggest event that has been undertaken on the lake …The year of preparation was
whirlwind .. but it came with such great joy for our team as so many of our cottagers new
and old pitched in and got involved in making the event the crazy success it was .
Association activity has been somewhat more subdued since then and normally is ..but my
appreciation of our Lake community and all the kind and interesting people we are lucky to
have as neighbors keeps growing and growing ..so too the tremendous gratitude I have for
our healthy lake and its natural environment ..I have greatly enjoyed the camaraderie of
working with the other volunteers on the executive .. we have had some great excuses to
get together to celebrate events that have come together successfully (pre Covid of course
but our Lake community life will return to us soon fingers crossed ).

In August there will be some transition . Being the Chair over these last 5 1/2 years has
been very meaningful to me but now its my time to move to the position of past chair .
The Association needs a couple of Cottagers to step forward to join the team ..to say Yes ! I
am ready to spend a bit of time having fun , helping my fellow cottagers and broadening
my role in the Kapikog lake Experience It doesn't take a lot of time and you will be glad
you stepped forward . This is your lake, your community ,and your Cottagers Association ..Make that person you .. Give me a call or email me to let me know you are game …
Laura@scentsalive.com 416-358-4134
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A Hike in the Woods courtesy of our intrepid Forest Explorer Stuart Ferrie
We are fortunate at Kapikog Lake to have many forest and trails to hike. The following is one hike that you might
enjoy, starting at the Public dock and taking a circle around the hydro lines east of the lake. Remember, always
dress for the conditions, with solid waterproof boots, and never leave behind any garbage.
The numbers shown are the elapsed time from the start of your walk. The timing for the walk is approximate,
and will depend on your walking speed, and any stops you make along the way.
00:00 Starting from the parking lot at the public dock, walk up the road near the south end of the parking lot at
the snowmobile trail sign marked 16, cross Kapikog Lake South Shore Road, and enter the forest.
00:07 You will see a lesser used spur trail to the right. Do not take this.

00:08 You will emerge from the forest and begin crossing under the Hydro lines. You will probably encounter a
wet spot and/or bramble under the lines.
00:13 There is a T intersection just as you are reaching the forest again. Turn left on the trail and re-enter the
forest. You will see this intersection again later.
00:17 There is a fork in the trail. Take the right fork where you will see a sign indicating there is a Stop sign
ahead. If you want a shorter walk, take the left fork that comes out to Kapikog Lake Road, and return to the
parking lot.
00:22 If you have decided to keep going on the trail, you will reach another T intersection. This is the end of
snowmobile trail 16, and you have now reached the “C” trail. Turn right (south) and follow the trail through
some hardwood forest, crossing a couple of small springtime streams.
00:38 After going over a small springtime creek, go up a hill and at the top the forest opens up to a rock ridge on
the right, with the Hydro line visible through the clearing. Take a walk out onto this rock ridge, for a good view
both north and south along the Hydro right of way. This is almost the ½ way point in our hike. (Note – your
sightseeing is not included in the hike timing)
00:42 You will come out of the forest and under the Hydro line again. To your right (north) is the rock ridge you
visited to sight see, to your left is a large piece of bedrock. Proceed straight across the Hydro line to the other
side. You are now on the homeward leg.
00:45 After you have crossed the Hydro line you will come to another T intersection. Turn right (north) and you
will soon have to skirt through the bramble at the edge of a wet spot on the trail.
00:50 The trail comes out of the clearing and back into the forest, with a half drained beaver pond to your left
(west)
00:54 You will leave the forest again, and the trail follows the west edge of the Hydro lines.
01:05 The trail turns right and crosses over to the other side of the clearing.
01:09 You will come to another intersection, with a white sign. This T intersection was also at the 00:13 mark of
the walk. Turn left back under the Hydro line and towards Kapikog Lake.

01:21 Congratulations, you are back where you started!
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Canoeing in the Back Lakes
Canoeing is the best way to explore many of the smaller lakes in our area. However few people actually take advantage of the versatility of a canoe and getting into the back lakes is something rarely done by either visitors or residents. To address this I have created an Airbnb experience called Canoeing in the Back Lakes to offer people an experience which is off the beaten path, yet accessible by canoe.
Starting first thing in the morning, we will paddle through a number of lakes and over several easy portages. We will
reach our destination mid-morning, a quiet lake with generally good fishing and no cottages or road access. Here we
will engage in a combination of fishing, hiking, photography, and nature study, with the exact mix depending on the
conditions and interests of the participants. After lunch at the lake, we will make the return trip, arriving back at our
starting point in mid afternoon. Along the way we will observe and discuss the variety of plant life, changes to the environment over time, and whatever animals present themselves.
We will begin our trip in the parking lot at the south end of Kapikog Bay on Healey Lake. From there we will paddle
and portage through unmarked but well cleared portages into our destination at Juniper Lake.
My name is Stuart and I have canoed, camped, hiked, and fished in the Muskoka/Parry Sound area for over 50 years.
I have now retired and live most of the year on Kapikog Lake and have the opportunity to share this beautiful part of
Canada with others.
For more information and booking go to www.airbnb.ca/experiences/1460386 . If this link does not take you directly
there, look for Experiences on the Airbnb site, and search for experiences in the Georgian Bay area. I look forward to
meeting you!

For the fisherpersons in our group, here are the fishing seasons for species present in Kapikog Lake
extracted from the 2021 Fishing Ontario Recreational Fishing Regulations Summary which can be
accessed at ontario.ca/fishing. Kapikog Lake falls within Fishery Management Zone 15.
Crappie open season all year
Large and Smallmouth Bass June 26 to Nov 30
Northern Pike January 1 to March 31 and May 15th to December 31

Sunfish open all year
Yellow Perch open all year
For possession limits consult the 2021 Ontario Recreational Fishing Regulations Summary.
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There are 8types of turtles that live in the wild in Ontario

Blandings Turtle
Look for a bright yellow
chin and throat.
• Some eat on land —most
aquatic turtles feed exclusively in the water.
Often makes overland movement to move from their summer nesting spots to overwintering habitat.
•

These turtles can live to be 75

Eastern Musk Turtle

this small turtle only reaches a maximum length of
13 cm.
• Keep an eye out for a light stripe above and below
• the eye on each side of the head in adult turtles.
Generally nocturnal creatures, Eastern musk turtles
•

also rarely swim

Information and photos on these pages about Turtles are excerpted from and on line
Cottage life magazine article on Ontario Turtles
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Snapping turtle
Most likely to be confused with
musk tur tles, snapping turtles
are significantly larger and
grow up to 47 cm long.
• Not the strongest of swimmers,
these aquatic turtles are usually
observed walking on the bottom of small ponds and rivers
or crossing roads.
•
Most Ontario turtles only
lay between three and 15 eggs.
The snapping turtle lays around 50.
•

Spiny soft shell turtle
the softshell turtle has a soft,
leathery shell.
A long snout makes this peculiarlooking creature unmistakable from
its counterparts.
•

Able to get nearly half the oxygen
they require by breathing through
their skin in the water, they’re able
to stay submerged for up to five hours.

Spotted turtle
•

features orange-yellow markings on
its limbs, neck, and legs. However,
it’s most clearly identifiable from the
yellow spots marking its shell.
While males have dark eyes and a dark
chin, females of this species have orange
eyes and a yellow chin.
potted turtles spend the summer or dry
season in a state of inactivity to avoid
hot dry weather.
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Midland and western painted
distinctive black shells with
dark red or orange markings.
.
• Easily spotted on the move,
painted turtles will move
over large areas overland in
search of nesting sites.
• These are the only nonthreatened turtle species in
Ontario, but they are still
susceptible to the threats that
face other turtles.
With a natural “antifreeze” that prevents them from freezing, these turtles can survive
temperatures as low as -9º C.
•

Northern Map Turtle
Named for its markings, this
turtle has contour lines on its
upper shell that look like a
topographical map.
They also feature a yellow spot
behind their eyes. Don’t confuse
them with snapping turtles
though; snapping turtles are
larger and lack the distinctive
shell markings of the map turtle.
•

Wood Turtle

The neck, chin and and front
legs are a vivid orangeyellow colour.
Like their name implies, these
turtles are likely to be found in
woodlands or floodplains during the summer months
•
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