Kapikog Lake Newsletter
Kapikog Lake Cottagers Association Box 167, MacTier, Ontario P0C 1H0

Fall round up 2017
Executive Summary Spring 2017

Remember these dates!
Saturday August 18th 2018 AGM
Put it on your calendar!
Waterfront family games Day July
Date TBD
Thanks to our sponsor Foodland Mactier
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AGM meeting Summary
On August 19th the AGM was held in the public dock area in the rain ..as is our tradition ..
Despite the weather it was well attended and we had some great speakers.
Gary Joice the new Municipal Law Enforcement officer for our area came by to give us very informative summary of his responsibilities – the kind of issues he typically can help with and let us all know
how to reach him if we had an issue his number is 705-746-4243 Ext. 324
We also had the good fortune to have a highly informative session on a variety of flora , fauna and
environmental issues from Dave Bywater and Deliana Arnold who were brave enough to stand out
in the rain with the rests of the crazy Kapikogers.

We touched on the need for us to protect the precious natural resources in and around our lake in
order to maintain the quality of our water and our surrounding areas
The water quality monitoring system has changed to one of measuring phosphorous due to that
objective and reporting to the GBBR will start in the spring of 2018.
We have new cottagers who came to our lake this year from a lake that has a bloom problem. They
were good enough to give us a brief write up about this problem and the consequences they experienced from living on a compromised lake .. it is included in this newsletter .

As we learnimore about this kind of fragile lake situation ..the association would like to help avoid
such issues on our lake and so has decided to form a sub committee on lake stewardship …
whose purpose would be to create awareness and help educate cottagers on best practices in and
around the lake. If you would like to be part of the subcommittee please let me know. Meetings will be scheduled in the new year

We plan to service the fire pump currently located at H and H in the spring and move it to a location
further up the lake to be closer to cottages on the lake. We will provide the new location of the
pump in the spring newsletter.

Please join me in thanking Holly Christie for her numerous years of service as Association board
member and secretary. Thanks Holly for all your hard work over the years .
At the August meeting Pat Hooper was nominated and acclaimed to replace Holly as secretary.
Welcome Pat .
Plans are in the works to continue with the July waterside family event for 2018 given its popularity
this past year . We will be needing volunteers to help in advance and on the day of to make it a
great experience for all ..Please let me or Cheryl Randall know if you would like to help
Thanks … Laura
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Kapikog Lake....what beautiful water you have!
Being newcomers to Kapikog Lake, we can't get over what a beautiful lake it is! We
feel so fortunate to be enjoying the summer here, in particular, the clean and clear water. You may take this simple statement for granted, but from our experience, it isn't
always so.
We have been cottagers for a number of years on a lake with much different circumstances. A lake that experienced an algae bloom over a decade ago and continues to
deal with water quality issues. The bloom prompted the local health unit to issue water
use advisories. We could not use lake water to swim, shower, wash dishes eat the fish
from the lake. Our dog was banned from the water. This lasted weeks. On top of that
the water had a florescent green colour and let off an odour of decay. Even a couple
of years ago, we became concerned as the water became green. It's an awful feeling
to look out to the lake on a hot day and know you cannot go for swim. From this experience we have learnt that although some factors leading to the bloom are natural, we
too can have an impact in maintaining a healthy lake.
Here's what we can do.
Pump your septic regularly and make sure it's in good working order.
Don't wash or bathe in the lake.
Don't use antibacterial soaps or bleach. The bacteria breaks down the solids into liquids.
Keep your shoreline as natural as possible. The native plants found here help filter
phosphates and minimize erosion. One of the worst things you can do is add sand
along your shoreline.
Avoid fertilizers and weed & feed products as they are very high in phosphorous.
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Photo of Foam scum left by Cottagers who have been bathing in our lake

Get the Lead Out !
Many of you already know that one of the factors behind the diminishing Loon
population on North American lakes. Loons pick up pebbles from the bottom of
the lake to help them digest their food and only too often they end up picking up
lead loors that have been lost by fishermen and as a result dying of lead poisoning !!
In the 2018 we will have a loor exchange program sponsored by one of our cottagers ..for association members who trade in their old lead loors for a
free package of non lead loors . This will be available to the first 50 cottage association members at the upcoming July and August events
Please shop for your fishing gear conscious of this problem
I was sad to see so many lead loors still for sale when researching this article ..
Please help sustain the loon population on Lake Kapikog !!
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News worthy !
Just a few other notes
Please see our web site for an updated copy of the GBBR Newsletter.

Thank You to GBBR
On Saturday August 19, we were fortunate to have David Bywater from the Georgian Bay Biosphere
Reserve (GBBR) answer questions at our Annual Meeting. After the meeting, David, Delaina Arnold
of GBBR, and Steve Munro of Westwind Forest Stewardship lead about a dozen people of all ages
on a nature hike along a nearby forest trail. We learnt about the different tree species in our area
and some of the pests that are attacking our forests. We were reminded to never bring firewood or
other wood from elsewhere to the lake, as it could contain insects or diseases dangerous to our
trees, and this is a prime method of spread for these pests.
We also learnt more about loons and their calls, and about the various birds that inhabit different
zones of the forest. Some birds live near the ground, other species in the intermediate layer, while
other birds live high in the canopy.

Thank you to David, Delaina, and Steve for an interesting activity and answering our many questions. It was a great chance to learn more about our cottage environment.

Update on Wifi opportunity
Lakeside Wireless .. The Healy Lake based company that has offered local wifi is making progress..
His plan is to have the Kapikog Lake tower installed and ready for customers for the beginning of
the 2018 cottage season (beginning of May 2018 installation). He will be sending out 'contracts' to
the Kapikog cottages that returned his survey after the new year .richard@lakesidewireless.ca

Do’s and Don’t’s
Bi laws
Please check our web site for copies of the new Bi-law enforcement strategy put out by the town

Update on Moving into the 21 st Century ! !
The association can now take dues payment by e transfer by emailing Cheryl Randall at
chrerylrandall@aol.com
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In Memoriam
Peter Watkinson—many of you will know Peter as a friend, past Kapikog cottager, past president and board member of the cottagers association and Real Estate agent in the area. Peter
passed away this fall after a long period of illness. Our sincere condolences go out to Peters
family and friends. He will be missed.

________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Start to Finish

New Builds

Carpentry & Maintenance
Nevin Fitchett 705-773-2884
start2finishcarpentry@hotmail.com

Renovations
Roofing

Property Maintenance
Landscaping
Cottage Checks
Snow Removal

9

