
Another Summer of Successful Events 

FALL - 2017 

Biosphere 

The Kids in the Biosphere program has 

wrapped up a fifth year of nature 

exploration for families on the Bay. 

In 2018, we hope to double the number 

of registered families in the Kids in the 

Biosphere program! If you haven’t 

participated in the fun yet, or if you can’t 

wait to join again, don’t miss 2018 Kids in 

the Biosphere.  Your family will enjoy:  

• Free Activity Kits - have fun learning about GBBR all summer!  

• Online photo gallery to share neat findings 

• A fun blog about local wildlife, events, and much more 

• Great prizes, just for having fun in nature!  

Over 100 families enjoyed Kids in the Biosphere in 2017.  Prizes remain 

available at the GBBR office, 11 James Street, Parry Sound.  

Discover the excitement:  gbbr.ca/education/kids  

Program Updates 

Kids in the Biosphere Program to Expand in 2018 

Thank you to the residents and 

cottagers who joined Biosphere staff 

on Explore Our Shores hikes in 2017. 

Participants enjoyed: 

• Guided hikes focusing on forest 
health and local wildlife. 

• Activities such as wetland 
exploration and species at risk 
demonstrations. 

The Township of the 

Archipelago (TOA) 

has partnered with 

the Georgian Bay 

Biosphere Reserve 

(GBBR) to deliver 

environmental 

programming to 

ratepayers. This 

summer marked the 

fourth year of 

Biosphere activities, 

offered in different 

areas of the 

Archipelago on a 

rotating basis.  

For more 
information or to 
volunteer contact 

GBBR staff at 
info@gbbr.ca or  

705-774-0978 
 

TOA staff can be 
reached at:  

705-746-4243  
  

Thank you to volunteers and partners: Westwind Forest Stewardship, 

Kapikog Lake Association, and Naiscoot Marina. 



Water Quality Monitoring  

Forest Health Updates 

The summer of 2017 was great for our 
trees! The wet conditions helped trees 
to grow and produce a bumper crop of 
seeds. However, warmer September 
conditions might be good for forest 
pests, so before closing your cottage 
take a look at your trees and check for 
invasive species. The TOA’s forest 
health webpage lists invasive species 
that are known to be in our area, including information on how to identify 
and manage them: 

www.thearchipelago.on.ca/index.php/environment/forest-health 

Have you read the revised 
Volunteer Water Quality 
Monitoring Program Report? The 
2016 report includes Lake 
Partner Program data for each 
ratepayer association, including 
data summaries and trends, and 
recommendations for future 
monitoring. Give the report a 
read to understand water quality 
conditions in your area and 
compare it to neighbouring 
regions. 

www.thearchipelago.on.ca/images/environment/toa%20wq%
20report_april%202017_final_reduced%20ver.pdf 

Is your Ratepayer Association actively monitoring water quality? This past 
spring and summer, GBBR worked hard to recruit volunteers in areas that 
need monitoring. So check with your Ratepayer Association to ensure that 
you’re monitoring the health of your waters! 

In most cases, participating in the free Lake Partner Program (www.desc.ca/
programs/lpp) is sufficient for ratepayer associations to detect long-term 
changes in water quality. However if your lake or embayment has 
experienced high phosphorus levels and/or algal blooms, it may benefit from 
enhanced nutrient monitoring. Contact David Bywater (GBBR) at 
conservation@gbbr.ca or 705.774.0978 if you have any questions. 

Striking Balance 

Striking Balance is a 
documentary series 
exploring eight of 

Canada’s Biosphere 
Reserves, including 

our very own  
Georgian Bay 

Biosphere Reserve. 
Each episode is 

50minutes in length 
and narrated by Blue 
Rodeo’s Jim Cuddy.  

DVD and Blu Ray 
copies can be 

purchased though the 
Georgian Bay 

Biosphere, contact 
education@gbbr.ca or 

call 705.774.0978. 

Learn more at 
strikingbalance.ca 

Trivia Time 
Where do eastern 

Georgian Bay’s 
Monarch Butterflies fly 

to in the fall? 

Answer: Central Mexico 


