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PRESIDENT’S REPORT - SUMMER 2015

W

ell folks, summer is almost here, the trees are nearly
in full leaf and life is good! The traditional Wine
and Cheese at H&H on the Victoria Day Weekend was well
attended, the weather co-operated and I believe a good
time was had by all. A little over half of our membership
kept Carol Dickie very busy by paying the Association dues
for 2015. I would like to remind you that dues can be paid
at any time and should be paid by our Annual Meeting on
August 15, 2015 so that you can participate in the voting
for a new Association executive.

plore Our Shores Workshop at various locations including
Healey Lake Lodge on July 26 2015. For more information
call 705-774-0978 or go to info@gbbr.ca if you are interested. As well the Official Planning process is ongoing and
we are awaiting the next public session to hear more on
this process. Roads around Kapikog Lake have been graded, some gravel has been added and dust abatement material has been applied. With the new gravel on the road, I
urge you to watch your speed when driving on them, control of your vehicle can be lost easily if going too fast.

At this opening event of the 2015 season I brought up the
subject of fire prevention (see page 9) and reiterated the
importance of being prepared in case of such an emergency. We have held several demonstrations of pump operation at the landing over the years and they were not always
very well attended. If you are not familiar with the pump
operation or where to access them, we will be holding a
demonstration on Saturday, July 25th at the landing at
1:00pm. Bring a crew of three or four people so that you
can set up, start up and operate the pump and hoses so
that you know what to do in case of a fire emergency.

There is lots to do around Kapikog Lake from water
based activities to hiking the bush or just relaxing at your
cottage. Whatever you do around the lake keep safety in
mind, know your limits and use safety equipment if required. The new edition of Fun in the Sun is out and includes a myriad of events in the surrounding area, check it
out, you may find something that tweaks your interest:
From summer theatre, musical events and trade shows in
surrounding towns there is something for everyone. Take
advantage of these opportunities and enjoy them.

IT ‘S TOO LATE WHEN FIRE STRIKES TO LEARN HOW TO SET UP !

The pumps have been checked out and are fully operational, I would like to thank Steve Randall for ensuring
that this equipment is in good working order. At one of the
pump locations it was found that mice had destroyed part
of a hose; this has been repaired. Pump locations are
shown on the Kapikog Lake Roster for 2015 that was recently updated and distributed by Sandra Jones, thank
you Sandra.
A number of initiatives are ongoing in our municipality.
The Township of The Archipelago partnered with the
Georgian Bay Biosphere Reserve will be presenting an Ex-

The switch from winter to summer was almost instantaneous this year. The ice just melted under warm, glorious
summer like conditions; there was little or no shifting ice,
due to light winds . The lake appeared to be ice free by the
20th of April, a week earlier than last year. However, after
the ice was out cold weather returned and spring seemed
to have abandoned us. Since then temperatures have fluctuated tremendously and we have had very little rain overall. The bush is dry and I have to re emphasize that caution
should be exercised with fire. Obey the municipal by law if
you decide to burn and keep your campfires small and be
aware of the by law concerning fireworks.
(Continued on page 2)

Remember these dates!
Archipelago Reports...…….......Page 2

Annual General Meeting...Saturday August 15th 2015...10:00am
Get a headstart on summer at the
Wine and Cheese Party...Sunday May 22nd 2016...2:00pm

Meet Your Neighbours…….…..Page 5
The River Otter
Fire! - a graphic reminder……..Page7
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President’s Report (Continued from page 1)

Wildilfe around the lake appears to be doing quite well:
deer, wild turkeys, loons, ducks and Canada geese are frequently spotted. There is a cow moose with two calves
along the Kapikog North Road area as well as a black bear
with a small cub. I had a trail camera set up over a fox den
earlier this spring , hoping to get some shots of the young
foxes. This activity ended abruptly when a black bear decided to molest the camera. Some interesting pictures were
taken but not of the young foxes.
Over the last six years I have had the privilege of heading
up this Association and I have had the pleasure of speaking with most of you at one time or another and for the
most part it has been an enjoyable experience. I have
worked with a great group of people that formed your Association Executive from Carol Dickie, Laura Sinclair, Holly Christie, Chris and Ken Hughes, Steve Randall, Erik
Loorand and Mark Harsant. All have contributed to the
Association and I thank them for their involvement on behalf of all of us. A special thank you on my behalf to my

wife Anke and the spouses of the executive members who
have acted as sounding boards and contributed to your
association as well! Bud Hooper, the Newsletter editor, is
a valuable asset to the Association. He has facilitated getting the word out to you and recruited Lesley Browne who
produces our bright, updated Kapikog Lake website. I
would like to thank both of them for their valuable contribution to the Kapikog Lake Community.
This is an election year for our Association and I have
decided not to let my name stand. Carol Dickie has also
decided to retire so we need some new people to step up!
The annual Kapikog Lake Association Meeting will be Saturday August 15, 2015 at 10:00 am at the public landing.
Plan to be there and participate. Please do consider letting
your name stand for office. Next year is also the 50th anniversary of the Kapikog Lake Cottage Lot Auction that created this Community and that needs to be celebrated!
Gerry Haarmeyer, Association President
705-375-5618 gjsoutdoors@surenet.net

Councillor’s Report
Some Township initiatives are indicated by the
following series of illustrations. Complete documentation is available on the ToA website:
http://www.thearchipelago.on.ca/index.php/

Please contact me if I can be of any help
Grant Walker Councillor Ward 6
Call: 705-720-2244 or
Email: grant@olresources.ca

Some exerpts:
Executive Summary
There are concerns over a range of invasive forest pests threatening our local forests
including the emerald ash borer, Asian long-horned beetle, beech bark disease, and
hemlock wooly adelgid. This report provides an overview of forest pests in the Parry
Sound-Muskoka area, as well as pests that might arrive in the near future. Where possible, control measures and references (for further reading) are provided within this report. Since many of these pests arrive from southern Ontario, and some are at risk of
spreading north from this region, the best practice for residents and cottagers is to not
bring/move firewood, skids, and wood products. The loss and/or decline of tree species
such as elm, ash, American beech, American chestnut, hemlock, butternut, and potentially red oak, will continue to have a significant influence (augmented by climate
change, invasive species) on species-at-risk, biodiversity, wildlife, natural heritage areas
etc. It is a scary prospect but one thing we have learned over time is that trees are incredibly resilient and much more able to adapt to these changes than we give them credit for. That’s something to keep in mind for the future.
(Continued on page 3)
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Forest tent caterpillar is on the increase further north
in Ontario. Given the history of this insect to reach large
outbreaks, the Parry Sound area can expect to experience
another outbreak within a few years. Despite its name, this
species does not make a tent. It is often confused with
eastern tent caterpillar which does make a tent, but does
not reach outbreak populations affecting millions of hectares like forest tent caterpillar does. The caterpillars look
similar, but forest tent caterpillar has white key-hole spots
along the top of its back, while eastern tent caterpillar has
a solid white line.
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most of the food needed by the tree. However, if the entire
tree is covered by tents and the tree is completely defoliated, or severe defoliation last for several years, it can result
in branch dieback or in extreme cases tree mortality. Most
years though the impact is limited.

Fall webworm is often seen starting in August in the
Georgian Bay area. It makes a tent that covers the ends of
the branches of hardwood trees like a shroud. This is in
contrast to eastern tent caterpillar, which makes it tent in
the crotches of road side trees like cherry and apple. Although the webworm tents can be quite noticeable, they
typically have little effect on tree health because they occur
later in the growing season after the leaves have produced
And a news item you may have missed:
January 16, 2015 – Parry Sound, Ontario
The Honourable Tony Clement, President of the
Treasury Board and Member of Parliament for Parry
Sound─Muskoka, on behalf of the Honourable Leona
Aglukkaq, Minister of the Environment, Minister of
the Canadian Northern Economic Development
Agency and Minister for the Arctic Council, was in
Parry Sound today to announce $8 million in funding
for 32 environmental projects that will improve the
ecosystem health of the Lake Simcoe and Southeastern Georgian Bay watersheds.
Today’s announcement marks the second round of
funding under the renewed and expanded Lake
Simcoe/South-eastern Georgian Bay Clean-up Fund,
which aims to restore the ecological health of Lake
Simcoe and South-eastern Georgian Bay and improve
water quality for the residents and wildlife of the region.
As part of this funding, the Georgian Bay Biosphere
Reserve will receive $191,305 to work with three municipalities over two years to expand monitoring in
Georgian Bay and ensure consistency in how nutrients are measured by stakeholders conducting similar
monitoring.
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Kapikog Lake Water Quality Monitoring Program

Consult the full report for
comparison with other nearby lakes and Archipelago
areas.

Sampling Loca)ons

Secchi Depth (Water Clarity) in Kapikog Lake 2014 (Higher numbers be'er)

There appear to be no significant changes from
recent prior years.
The full report is available for view or download
on the ToA website via this link:
http://www.thearchipelago.on.ca/index.php/
environment/water

Secchi Depth (Water Clarity) in Kapikog Lake 2014
Bacterial Sampling of Surface Water for Total Coliforms (TC) and E.Coli (EC) in Kapikog Lake 2014 (Lower numbers be'er)
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Meet Your Neighbours - Lontra Canadensis

T

he North American River Otter is a semiaquatic carnivorous mammal of the waterways of the North
American continent. Every once in a while we see the playful otter in and around Kapikog Lake,
a truly memorable sight and experience if you are lucky enough to see
this magnificent creature.
A member of the weasel family, versatile in water as well as on land, they
are very inquisitive and love to play, a
trait that makes them so fascinating
to us but is a survival skill training
tool for the otter itself. They can be
seen chasing and wrestling with each
other, sliding down steep embankments like children on a slide in a playground or just coming up to your canoe or kayak and looking and snorting at
you.
An adult otter can weigh between 5 and 14 kg with a body
length between 66 and 107cm with the long tapered tail
being 1/3 of its body length. It has short powerful legs with
fully webbed toes on its feet. The head (same diameter as
its neck) has short ears and transparent nictitating eye
membranes. It has 36 teeth including sharp canines and
large molars that allow it to inflict lethal bites to its prey
(fish) as well as crushing hard object such as mollusc
shells. The otter is very well adapted to its environment.
River otters are sexually mature at two years of age. The
breeding period can be from December to April with a gestation period of 61-63 days. There is a delayed implantation period of at least eight months which may result in a
year-long interval between breeding and birth. Pregnant

females look for an abandoned den of other animals to give
birth to her pups. She does not dig her own den. Litter sizes can vary from one to five pups, weighing approximately
five ounces. Newborn pups are fully
furred, blind and toothless. They
open their eyes between 30-38 days
after birth and start to play between
five and six weeks of age. At around
two months of age they are introduced to the water. Solid food consumption begins at nine to ten weeks
with weaning occurring around
twelve weeks of age. The female raises the pups on her own and she provides solid food for her offspring up
to 38 weeks of age. By fall the offspring are capable of sustaining themselves. The family group of female and pups
generally stays together till the following spring but the
pups will search out their own home range before the arrival of the next litter of young.
Otters are highly mobile and follow water routes to locate
their own range. They are also quite adept at travelling
overland. Their travels are not restricted to the open water
season; telltale furrows in the snow indicate their passage
through the woods and are not uncommon around the lake
during the winter.
So, this summer when you are out and about the lake or
adjacent waterways, keep your eyes open for these creatures and when you find them sit back. relax and enjoy the
show!
References: wikipedia.org/wiki/North_American_river_otter
animals.nationalgeographic.com/animals/mammals
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The Indomitable Photographer
One of Gerry Haarmeyer’s hobbies is nature photography. All of our readers have
seen examples of his work in
this publication, from glorious whorls of wind-drifted
snow to grazing deer to his
birdfeeder’s colourful visitors.
This year he acquired a trail
camera: A weatherproof, battery-driven digital camera including flash and motionsensor, designed to be mounted on a tree to capture pictures of passing fauna. Set up aimed at a nearby active fox
den, this produced some interesting photos of a mother
(below)and a pair of kits.
Early in May, Gerry
found
his
camera
somewhat awry on the
tree with a few tufts of
black hair clinging to it
and the latest image in
its memory was a picture of himself approaching
up
the
trail…”Must have been
a bear took a swipe at
it” was Gerry’s comment. Keen to get some
better pictures of the
kits, he reset the camera to focus on the den.

Now...we can deduce that this is one clever, patriotic
black bear with a
sense of humor:
The first time, he
took Gerry’s picture. This time, on
Victoria Day, he left
a photo of himself,
shown at right ...
(I’m sure you’ll recognize the rightpaw
side of a somewhat
shaggy adult BB)...
before
breaking
open the camera and dumping the batteries.
Gerry is miffed!

We offer public sightseeing, lunch
and sunset dinner cruises as well as
private charters on Peerless II.
Private charters are also arranged
for Idyllwood.
Interested in seeing parts of the lakes
not seen on the larger ships?
We can take you there from
late May till mid October 2015
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D

readed words nobody wants to hear around Kapikog
or Healey Lake!

On Monday May 4th this year a cottage on Healey Lake
went up in fire, totally destroyed. Fortunately the owners
were not hurt .

Fortunately, there was a slight drizzle falling and no wind
to speak of, which greatly assisted us in preventing the
spread of flames into the bush. An MNRF helicopter and
fire crew arrived on the scene a few minutes later. They set
up and eventually took over control of the site from the
volunteers.
The fire was prevented from further spread into the bush
but the cottage and its contents ARE GONE !
This tragedy drove home how vulnerable we are to the
ravages of fire! It reinforced the fact that it can
occur to any one of us through a multitude of
ways. Are you prepared to deal with it ? The
emotional trauma created by watching your possessions being consumed by fire takes its toll
and the human life cost can be devastating as
well.
Do you have a fire escape plan for your cottage?
Do you have operating smoke/fire detectors and
carbon monoxide detectors properly installed in
your place?
Do you have emergency numbers at hand ?
Do you know where the water pumps and hoses
are located on the lake ?
Do you know how to use those tools if required ?
Are you aware of the Municipality's fire Bylaw ?

My wife Anke and I were on our way out to Parry Sound
early in the afternoon of May 4th and as we passed the
Dam Road on Kapikog North Road we smelled and noticed
heavy smoke hanging in the valley and along the hillside
towards Healey Lake. We immediately decided to investigate and swung up Penn Road. The smoke was heavy and
visibility was sharply reduced. At the first junction on Penn
Road we met a vehicle driven by Jack Slaughter of Healey
Lake. He jumped out of his vehicle and told us that a cottage was on fire, that the fire was spreading into the bush
and that he was deeply concerned for the forest. Jack and I
spoke about who had been advised and told him that I
would contact MNRF and be back.
Anke and I returned home, contacted MNRF and some
lake residents, got our water pump and hoses
loaded in our vehicle and headed to the fire
site. When we arrived people from Healey
Lake were already pumping water onto the
flames in an effort to prevent further spread
into the bush on the north and west side of
the burning structure. We started pumping
water on the south and east side also to prevent further spread into the surrounding forest. Lauri Talvitie arrived on site as well and
became my hose wrangler to prevent it from
getting hung up around trees and rocks.
Flames were continuing to consume what was
left of the collapsed structure and some trees
were on fire as were spots on the forest floor
where fire had jumped. Anke was taking photos of the catastrophe and talking to others
who were witnessing this total destruction.

Do you adhere to the Bylaw ?
Are you aware of people near you if manpower assistance
is required ?
Fire, Fire, Fire are words I really do not want to hear and
I am sure that neither do you. Therefore, take extra care
when dealing with any type of fire; never leave an open
fire; have firefighting tools at the ready and make sure that
it is completely out when you walk away from it! If your
heat source is electric such as a stove element also make
sure that it turned off when you leave the kitchen or
checked regularly. Numerous fires are caused each year
because stove elements were left on, people left the kitchen
and the pot boiled dry.
Be safe and have a great summer!

Story: Gerry Haarmeyer

Photos: Ralph Courtney
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Docks Astray
When the Kapikog Lake Community was first envisioned
and planned in the 1960s by The Department of Lands and
Forests (now MNRF), subdivision plans were created and
lots auctioned off on October 15 1966 almost fifty years
ago. When these subdivision plans were laid out, a 66 foot
Crown shoreline reserve encircled the lake and certain areas of the Lake's shoreline were retained by the Crown. This
was to ensure access by anyone and to not overly stress the
lake due to human encroachment. When the Township of
the Archipelago was formed in 1980, administration of the
Kapikog Lake community became a municipal rather than
provincial responsibility. The Crown land existence has
been maintained except for the shoreline reserve which is
now dealt with through the municipality.

floating docks thus limiting access. I know that floating
docks are released from their moorings to the land and
sometimes moved to a safe location to prevent ice damage.
Therefore, I have to assume that this is the case here. Now
it is mid June and the swimming season is upon us and
these docks (see picture)
should be removed so that
access is readily available
to those that wish to use
the area. So, if you are
missing your dock or have
forgotten to retrieve them
and re-moor them at your
property they are in plain
view and ready to be transported to their home location.

Some of the Crown land areas have quality wet sandy
These docks are an encroachment on communal property
beaches that can be enjoyed by anyone on the lake wishing and have to be removed. I have contacted the municipality
to do so. This spring I was approached about one such area to address the situation.
that has been largely blocked up by the presence of two
Gerry Haarmeyer, President KLCA
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21 High Street, MacTier, Ontario P0C 1H0
1 800 232-1114
Direct Line 705 375-1612
Residence 705 378-2360
Cell 705 746-6692
www.touristlodgeseller.com

Hi, Everyone:
ROYAL LePAGE has over 14,000 agents from coast to coast in Canada,
plus affiliate offices in the U.S.A. and Europe.
Please give me a call, I love to talk about Real Estate
and helping you is what we do.
Regards,
Gary R. Jennings
Broker

