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W

elcome to the summer of 2014 on Kapikog Lake!
Hopefully it will be a warm, sunny, safe and
enjoyable one for you and your families. Winter held its
grip on us for a long time; We snowmobiled out to our
vehicle for the last time on April the 23rd; The ice left
the lake on April 29th and we could drive our vehicle to
our house safely for the ﬁrst time on May 1, 2014. For
some of you, telltale marks of winter in the form of collapsed sheds, ripped out sewer vent stacks and chimneys, bent hydro masts and downed trees
awaited you for repair and removal after this
long snowy winter. But now the spring is here
and it is time to look forward to the summer.
The oﬃcial 2014 season kicked oﬀ with a well
attended wine and cheese at H&H on May 18
2014. Old acquaintances were renewed and
winter war stories from the ice storm, the cold
and copious amounts of snow were shared,
but a strong optimistic undercurrent for a
good summer was prevalent among the attendees.
Spring ﬂowers soon started to appear once
the snow left and birds and wildlife returned
to the area. Deer were frequently seen, as was a sow
black bear with two of last year's cubs, and loons were
scouting the lake although it was still ice covered.
Sandhill cranes and Canada geese were a common sight,
in fact I saw the ﬁrst goslings on May the 18th when
heading to the wine and cheese. Birds of all sorts are
actively nesting, rearing their oﬀspring and are quite
vocal at dawn and dusk. Even during the night some
birds such as loons and barred owls can be heard. Just
recently I heard a whippoorwill singing its song in the
middle of the night, a song that was very common
around the lake when cottages were being built in the
early years but has declined over the years due to the
forest succession. It was a pleasure to hear it!

Female snapping turtles can be seen along many of our
roadways digging holes in the gravel to drop their eggs
for incubation. Many of these nests are uncovered by
wary predators such as raccoons and the eggs are dug
up and eaten. The natural world is all around us, take
the time to marvel at its
wonders, relax and enjoy
its beauty as it is.
But nature can be harsh!

Watersport enthusiasts will no doubt be
participating in a variety
of activities in and on
the lake once again this
summer. Whatever activity you pursue make
sure you do it safely,
keeping in mind that
accidents can happen quickly, sometimes with severe
consequences. Make sure you abide by the safety requirements of your chosen activity, always keeping an
eye out for the other guy and respecting the values of
others around you! A safe summer full of healthy activity is everyone's wish, none of us want to be faced with a
tragedy. Practice safe behaviour in everything you do
from ﬁring up your barbecue for that perfect steak to any
activity you want do. Be prepared for the unexpected,
know what safety equipment is required, where it is and
know how to use it if needed. The Association, as you
are aware, has three water pumps placed around the lake
in case of a ﬁre (map locations on our website) if the
(Continued on page 4)

Remember these dates!
Annual General Meeting...Saturday August 16th 2014...10:00am
Next year …… get a headstart on summer at the
Wine and Cheese Party...Sunday May 17th 2015...2:00pm
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Councillor’s Report
I hope everyone made it through the winter
of 2013/2014 and that you enjoyed a good old
fashioned one. My spirit yearned but the body
can't do what it used to. I was in the area regularly on township business and did enjoy the
beauty and splendor we share.
Water Quality
Bacterial levels for Kapikog Lake have returned to and
remain at historical levels over those found in 2007 and
2008. None of the locations were above the municipal
standards which shows minor improvement. Water quality remains suitable for recreational use. Phosphorus
testing will be added to the program this year and I will
be working with your association to set this up.
Water clarity continues to be quite good ranging from
4.3 to 5.8 with an all-station average of 4.8 metres. Clarity has been quite consistent over the years it is now
slightly better.
Forest Health
The township has entered into an agreement with
Georgian Bay Biosphere Reserve who have their own biologists to oversee programs for both water and forests
plus developing children’s programs. These activities and
programs will require volunteers and I will be working
with your associations.
There is more detailed information on the township
website www.thearchipelago.on.ca
OPP
Thank you for all the support in the letter campaign
about unfair cost shifts. The Association of Municipalities in Ontario (AMO) formed a committee to study
what was being proposed and their recommendations
were an improvement but still disappointing. Now that
an election has been called, municipalities will be watching to see who will work at putting forth a fair plan. I am
going to be in the "SOO" next week at the annual meeting of the Federation of Northern Ontario Municipalities

and I'm sure there will be senior representatives
from all parties there and the topic will be on
the agenda.
General Information
I often get questions from people. Most of the
time it's about a personal problem but sometimes some of the information that gets pulled
up might be of interest to others. For example:
We have 4046 properties in the township. 3362 of the
properties have civic addresses (i.e. they are not vacant).
Of the active properties 995 are road access and 2367 are
water access. Of the 995 road access properties 684 are
seasonal.
Our tax dollars are broken down roughly this way:
48% goes to Education, Belvedere Home for the Aged,
OPP, District Social Services Board, Health Unit, Ambulance and Municipal Property Assessment Board.
27% goes to roads and waste
4% recreation
4% planning
3% protection to persons & property
15% general government, environment
In the ﬁrst three months of 2014 the total calls to OPP
for service in all six municipalities plus two ﬁrst nations
was 534 compared to 642 for Parry Sound. Our calls were
35 and the just defeated government wants to charge us
over $1,200,000 a year!
Waste Disposal
Up-to-date information concerning waste disposal appears on other pages of this newsletter.
Hopefully, by this time you will have arrived at your
cottage, found everything okay and are already enjoying
another happy, healthy and safe season.
Grant Walker Councillor Ward 6
Call: 705-720-2244 or Email: grant@olresources.ca

The delightful buﬀet at the May 18th Wine & Cheese.
We are most grateful to Carole Dickie, Anke Haarmeyer,
Holly Christie and Rainer Cuma who crafted the sandwich
and cheese trays, Foodland who donated the fruit and vegetable trays and ever-helpful Diane Siegler who arranged the
table and kept it replenished with goodies.
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Meet Your Neighbours - Procyon lotor
In Canada raccoons are or may be carriers of three common wildlife diseases:
rabies, distemper and mange. Animals
with these diseases may exhibit symptoms like staggering and falling over, loss
of fear of humans or pets, weight loss
and poor coat conditions. They may also
appear disoriented, have paralyzed
limbs, and have mucous caked around
eyes and nose. Rabies and distemper are
viral diseases. Rabies can be transmitted
to non immunized humans, livestock
and pets. It is usually spread by exposure
In the wild raccoons live an average of
to the saliva of an infected animal. Disfour years, males mature at two years but
temper cannot be transmitted to humans
females can mature as early as one year
or immunized pets; transmission occurs
of age. Breeding occurs in the February
through contact with the excretions or
to March period with kits being born 60secretions of infected animals. Mange is
73 days later. The average litter size is
four to ﬁve but a litter may have as many as nine kits. The caused by a mite and can be transmitted to humans and
pets, symptoms include an itching red rash.
young are weaned at ﬁve weeks but they stay with their
mother until late fall, sometimes they stay with their
They can also carry other diseases that can be infectious
mother overwinter before dispersing in the spring to esto other wildlife species, domestic animals and humans
tablish they own territories.
such as parvovirus, leptospirosis and Baylisascaris procynis. Parvovirus can be transmitted to non-immunized pets.
They are inactive for about four months in the winter,
Leptospirosis is a bacterial infection that can be transmitmay den together, usually in family groups, but are not
true hibernators. During mild winters, they may be active ted to humans through contact with infected water, blood
and venture out of their dens. They prefer quiet den sites or urine. The vast majority (80%) of raccoons in Ontario
are infected with Baylisascaris procyonis, a roundworm.
such as hollow trees, sheds, attics, woodpiles and under
This parasite is found in raccoon faeces and can be fatal to
decks, all readily available in our neighbourhood.
humans.
They are omnivores, their diet consists of berries, nuts,
Conclusion: Raccoons may be cute but you should not
seeds, insects, crayﬁsh, frogs, ﬁsh, eggs, birds, grubs and
do
anything to invite a visit.
larvae, vegetables and garbage of any type. They are normally nocturnal but may be active during the day.
Raccoons are familiar to most of us.
They have greyish-black fur, a distinctive
black mask around the eyes and black
rings on the tail. Their name comes from
the Algonquin Indian word "arakun"
meaning "he scratches with his hand".
They are 60-95cm long (excluding the
tail) and weigh from 7-20kg. Males are
territorial and ﬁght over females and
home territories with other males. They
are cute to look at but they should be left
alone and in the wild.

Sources:

Raccoons have incredible manual dexterity and can open Hinterland Who's Who
almost anything with their hand-like front paws. They can Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources: Raccoon Ecology
Photo and text by Gerry Haarmeyer
become quite accustomed to humans but generally prefer
to avoid confrontation. If confronted they will growl like a
dog and will get aggressive if cornered or protecting their
young. Their predators include coyotes, wolves, foxes,
dogs, owls and humans.

Public sightseeing cruises aboard
Peerless II and Idyllwood
Private charters welcomed
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to host our 50th anniversary as a community on that same
need arises. They have been serviced by Steve Randall and day. So please send us your thoughts as to what we can do
are in good working order.
on that Canada /Kapikog Lake Day! Will you be willing to
Have you checked and updated your ﬁrst aid kit and are participate as a volunteer if need be? Lets make this a
you prepared to oﬀer ﬁrst aid to an individual who may memorable event to add to the history of area.
President’s Report (Continued from page 1)

require it? Do you have a list of emergency contact numbers near your phone for others to use in case you are the
injured party? A 911 call will be handled quickly by trained
personnel at the other end , but it will take time for emergency personnel to arrive at any accident scene and time
is of the essence in case of an emergency so again be prepared to do what you can if faced with such a situation.
The West Parry Sound Health Centre oﬀers excellent
emergency service. Hopefully we will not have to use it,
but it is a valuable resource and as residents of the area I
would urge you to ﬁnancially support it.
As in past summers there are a host of activities in the
general area to be enjoyed. Pick up a copy of Fun in the
Sun, the local weekly newspapers and a Stokey Centre
program to view the myriad of activities that are available
to you: Weekly farmers markets in local communities, art
tours, boat trips, local theatre, music festivals and much
more are there for the choosing. A number of fund raising
runs and activities for local charities and non proﬁt service clubs are also available for you to participate in and I
urge you do so. Go to a cruiser night in Parry Sound or
Bracebridge, go to a music festival or a fair in local communities, see what the Parry Sound Anglers and Hunters
have to oﬀer at their annual gun show on August 23rd,
enjoy all the various festivities in Mactier or just sit back
on your dock with a good book and relax. Time at your
cottage is your time and whatever you choose to do it
should nourish your soul, be relaxing and a time to rejuvenate the spirit, it is your choice!

Our cottage watch program has been quite active over
the year and people who have had property damage due
to storms and snowfall were contacted to inform them of
the situation on their property. A road washout on Cline
Drive was reported to cottagers at the west end of the lake
late last fall and again early this spring to inform the cottagers that there was an access problem that they had to
deal with as this road is not maintained by the municipality. When you are at your cottage, you can actively participate in this program just by keeping an eye out for any
damage or illegal activities and reporting them; It is the
neighbourly thing to do. Undoubtedly the marine unit of
the OPP will be on the lake again this year so make sure
you carry the proper documentation and safety equipment for the watercraft you may be operating.

Our annual general meeting will take place at 10:00am
on August 16th and we hope to have a guest speaker to
describe the area's natural values. We will report on the
year and hope to see you there. For those of you that still
have to pay your annual dues, there will be an opportunity to do so. We need your support. Although we have not
had major issues to deal with over the past few years we
have to have an association in place if one arises. This annual meeting is the second meeting of a three year term
for your executive and next year the 2015 annual meeting
will be an election year for a new executive. Some of the
executive will be retiring from their positions thus, we will
require some people to step forward at that time. Please
consider if you would be willing to stand for a position,
you
have a year to think about it.
The road system around the lake has been graded and
dust abatement material has been applied. Keep an eye Have a safe and enjoyable summer!
out for people and wildlife at all times and do keep an eye Gerry Haarmeyer
on where the edge of the road is so that you do not slip oﬀ Association President
it. The vegetation had not been mown along the roadways 705-375-5618
at the time this report was written but this should be gjsoutdoors@surenet.net
done by the time you receive the newsletter to increase visibility along the
roadways especially in the corners.

We will once again be doing water
quality monitoring and hope to do it
four times over the course of the summer. We would also like to ask you for
input into how we can celebrate the
lake community's 50th anniversary in a
couple of years. Cottage lots were actioned oﬀ by the Department of Lands
and Forests ( Ministry of Natural Resources) in the fall of 1966 and most
construction occurred in 1967, Canada's
centenary. Since Canada will be 150
years old on July 1st 2017 we would like
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Removal of Diseased White Pine
Scattered around the Kapikog Lake area are a few tall
majestic looking white pine trees, some may even be on
your property. They tower above the forest canopy of
most of the trees about the lake and have tall trunks with
a broad green spire at the crown that catches lots of wind,
making them very susceptible to wind throw due to the
shallow soils in the area. There is plenty of evidence of
uprooted white pine around the shoreline of the lake,
with upturned massive root systems quite evident. Most
however, are well rooted and appear to handle the strong
winds with ease, but there may be a hidden factor that
makes some of these trees extremely dangerous if located
near your cottage. Some have died, turned brown and
stand as chicots in the forest; others however retain their
foliage, stay green and appear perfectly healthy. But are
they?
This past winter two
such giant, apparently
healthy trees on the
Czeizler’s property were
attacked
by
pileated
woodpeckers. The birds
drilled large holes deep
into the bole of the trunk
revealing a rotten inner
core and thus a sick and
dying tree. These large
holes circled the trunk,
thus further compromising the trees and making
them very susceptible to breaking. There is little harm if
this occurs out in the forest but if such a tree is on your
property it is a threat to both your safety and your investment and action has to be taken to remove the tree. In
some instances you might be able to do this work yourself
but in others, professional tree removal experts must be
called in to remedy the situation.
The
Czeizlers
were faced with
the latter option;
The trees were an
immediate threat
to improvements
on the property
and had to be removed. Thus they
enlisted the help
of a tree removal
company (GWS
Tree Service). The
situation was assessed and a fullscale removal project was carried
out on June the
4th. A half dozen
men were on site
to deal with the
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two tall, majestic-looking, but sick white pines. The sawyer (George) wearing his cutting pants and safety boots
donned his climbing spurs, safety climbing belt, hard hat,
eye and ear protection, tied oﬀ a heavy bull rope and
hooked a chain saw to short rope on his belt. Others (all
wearing appropriate safety gear) were busy setting up
pulleys on various trees and running a heavy rope
through them for later use. The scene was set to tackle
the trees. The chain
saw tied to George's
belt was started, the
brake locked and he
proceeded to climb the
tree bole adjusting his
belt as he ascended.
When he came to the
ﬁrst branches he made
sure that the area
around the base of the
tree was clear of people
and commenced to cut
and drop the branches
to the ground below.
After dropping a few
branches, the crew
moved in, removed the
fallen branches while George proceeded further up the
tree. Following an “all clear” from the ground crew,
George recommenced cutting and this procedure was
repeated numerous times. When large branches were encountered they had to be tied oﬀ with the bull rope and
pulled away from the tree as they were cut. Multiple
branches were also
tied together and
felled as a group
using this method
of removal. Branches
that
were
dropped in this
manner were untied, removed from
the area and the
rope sent back up
to the sawyer.
When the crown
was reached it too
was tied oﬀ using
the heavy rope that
ran through a series
of oﬀset pulleys.
The crew manned
the rope, tightened
the
slack
and
George proceeded
to notch the crown , advising the ground crew that he
was proceeding with his back cut and to pull on the rope.
The crown toppled over and was pulled out of harm’s way
(Continued on page 6)
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(Continued from page 5)

By way of comparison, this picture illustrates the
procedure by a self-confident Yankee who told the
police, who cautioned him, to mind their own business because it was his property, his tree and his
equipment.

as it fell to the ground, leaving George swaying at the top of the
tree’s remaining bole. He then moved down the trunk, the rope
was sent back up, tied around an 8 foot section of the trunk and
the felling procedure was repeated. This was carried out a number
of times until the residual trunk was of a size that it could be cut
safely at its base when tied oﬀ at
the top. Upon cutting the notch
at the base it became abundantly clear that ants had infested
the tree, hollowed out the interior of the trunk and in fact were
killing the tree. This is what the
woodpeckers had been after
when they proceeded to attack
the trees. Without their telltale
holes there had been no indication that these trees were sick,
dying and an immediate threat
to the surrounding property.
The back cut was made, the bull
rope pulled taut and the tree fell
to the ground, leaving its hollow, rotted-out trunk for all to see. The ground crew moved in cut
up the tree and removed it from the site. This was an interesting
procedure to witness.
The Czeizlers now have a much diﬀerent vista of the lake but
they can rest assured that by the removal of these dying trees their
cottage investment is safe...
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Hydro Maintenance Service
It was a beautiful, sunny morning April the 9th. Lake
elders Margot and Roly had travelled via snowmobile on
the deeply snow covered road to their cottage with provisions for a few days stay. Imagine their surprise on arrival
to ﬁnd that there was no electricity. Nearby year-round
residents on the south side of Kapikog Lake were out for
the day so no one there could verify if they were also out
of electricity, but a generator could be heard running
somewhere down the lake which is ominous. I was out
assisting some residents
on the north side of Kapikog when Margot called
our place to see if we had
electricity after she had
placed a power outage call
to Hydro One. She found
out that we indeed had
power so the wait began.
Hydro One staﬀ arrived
on the scene mid afternoon, assessed the situation and informed Margot
and Roly of their ﬁndings
while I was attending their
residence to see if I could
be of any assistance. The
Hydro crew told us that a
transformer had blown and that they would try to get a
new one in that day but that it would most likely be the
next day before repairs could be made. Being one of the
original cottagers on the lake, Margot and Roly were well
prepared to make the best of it. After all, they had the
equipment to deal with such a situation. By this time the
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other South Shore residents had returned home, found
that they were also without power and like Margot and
Roly were resigned to be without Hydro One electricity
for the night.
An hour or so later Hydro One contacted them and informed them that they had located a transformer and
were going to have it brought in and hopefully installed
before darkness fell. So things were looking up! Around
the supper hour the whoop, whoop,
whoop of helicopter rotors could be
heard in the evening sky coming
from the north west and coming
closer by the minute. Shortly the
Hydro One helicopter was overhead
slinging a transformer below it and
headed for the pole that needed to
have the faulty transformer replaced.
It slowed down, hovered and slowly
lowered the transformer down to the
waiting ground crew. The pilot and
ground crew must have had excellent communications between themselves because all of this only took a
few minutes and then the chopper
was oﬀ heading south with the defective transformer slung below it.
The ground crew then did their thing and before nightfall all had electricity restored and life was back to normal. It was quite a scene to behold and a job well done.
Kudos to all those members of Hydro One for doing their
job in an eﬃcient and professional manner, it is very
much appreciated!
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